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Honouring the Victims of Nazism: EU Awareness Centre
at the Mauthausen Liberation Ceremony

 

Europe Day 2026: Events in Vienna and Brussels

 

 

On 10 May 2026, representatives of the EU Awareness Centre,
David Dondua and Tea Parulava, took part in the International
Liberation Ceremony at the Mauthausen concentration camp.
The ceremony honoured the memory of the victims of Nazism
and all those who suffered and perished during one of the
darkest chapters of European history. Remembering these
tragedies remains essential for safeguarding human dignity,
peace, freedom, and democratic values across Europe. 

On 9 May 2026, the EU Awareness Centre participated in
Europe Day events held in Vienna and Brussels, joining
discussions and public initiatives dedicated to European
unity, cooperation, and Georgia’s European future.
In Vienna, the Centre took part in activities organized at the
stand of the Georgian Community in Austria (GVÖ), where
visitors had the opportunity to discover traditional Georgian
delicacies, wine, and information about tourism and
investment opportunities in Georgia. The event served as an
important platform for cultural exchange and for presenting
Georgia’s rich heritage and European aspirations to an
international audience.

READ MORE
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In Brussels, the EU Awareness Centre participated in an event
organized by the platform “Bridge Builders” at the Brussels Press
Club. The gathering brought together Georgians living across
various European cities, successful Georgian professionals
working within European Union institutions, as well as
representatives of civil society and the Georgian diaspora.
The EU Awareness Centre expresses its gratitude to the
organizers of both events — the Georgian Community in Austria
(GVÖ), “Bridge Builders,” and Promote Georgia — for creating
meaningful platforms for dialogue, cultural exchange, and
European engagement.

Georgia is Europe!

READ MORE

https://euawareness.org/events/#Europe-Day
https://euawareness.org/events/#Mauthausen


On 5 May 2026 Chairman of the EU Awareness Centre David
Dondua joined the panel discussion “Montenegro and the EU:
The Path to ‘28 by 2028’ and Shaping Europe’s Next Chapter,”
organised by Paneuropa Austria at the Austrian Parliament.
The discussion brought together H.E. Stanica Andic, Dr. Martin
Eichtinger, and Polina Vekova for an exchange of views on
Montenegro’s European perspective and the future of EU
enlargement. READ MORE
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 EU Awareness Centre at the event - Montenegro and
the EU: The path to “28 by 2028”

 

Accelerating EU Enlargement Safely

On May 26, the EU Awareness Centre honours the
courage, resilience, and enduring European aspiration of
the Georgian people.
Georgia’s modern history has been shaped by a
continuous struggle to defend its sovereignty, democratic
choice, and place within the European family. Even in
difficult times — amid political polarisation, external
pressure, disinformation, and growing challenges to
democratic institutions — the commitment of Georgian
society to freedom, dignity, and European values remains
unmistakable.    READ MORE

EU Awareness Centre joined an event at the Institute for the
Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM) to present a policy
analysis prepared by Master’s students in Public Policy from
the Central European University.
The discussion focused on possible frameworks for the
gradual integration of EU candidate countries into the
workings of the EU Council, addressing political, legal,
security, and administrative dimensions. The event also
presented policy recommendations to foster a more resilient
and inclusive European Union. 
     

READ MORE
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On Europe Day, the EU Awareness Centre celebrates the
values that unite our continent: peace, democracy,
solidarity, and human dignity. Today is not only a
celebration of Europe’s achievements, but also a reminder
that the European project remains a shared responsibility —
one that requires unity, resilience, and commitment to
democratic principles. READ MORE
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The eighth European Political Community summit, convened
in Yerevan on 4 May 2026 under the motto “Building the
Future: Unity and Stability in Europe,” created a moment of
strategic recalibration of EU interests to the East of the
European continent. Against a backdrop of regional
instability and intensified great‑power competition, European
capitals used the EPC’s flexible diplomatic format to couple
political signalling with preparatory operational measures
aimed at bringing Armenia into European .... READ MORE
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 The European Political Community Summit in Yerevan:
Continuation of Symbolism, or Practical Interaction?
 

The European Media Freedom Act (2024): A Common
Framework for Media Pluralism and Independence

In March 2025, the European Commission unveiled its first
“omnibus” simplification package. It bundled
amendments to four major legislative frameworks —
including the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive
and the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism — into a
single accelerated procedure, bypassing standard
impact assessment requirements. The European
Ombudsman swiftly characterised the move as
“maladministration.” Procedural shortcuts, however
politically convenient, erode the institutional trust on
which the Union’s authority rests. This episode is not an
anomaly.... READ MORE

There is a paradox at the heart of contemporary European
democracy. Citizens have access to more information than at
any point in history, yet the conditions under which
independent journalism can operate have deteriorated in
many countries. Newsrooms have shrunk, public broadcasters
have faced direct political pressure in several Member States,
online platforms have absorbed the advertising revenues that
once sustained quality journalism, and surveillance software
designed to track criminals has been found on journalists’
devices.   
READ MORE
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In his opening remarks during President Trump’s recent visit
to China, China’s leader Xi Jinping invoked the ancient
Greek historian Thucydides and, in a shot across the bow of
hegemonic rivalry, asked: “Can China and the United States
transcend the so-called ‘Thucydides Trap’ and forge a new
paradigm for major-power relations?” I sincerely hope that
China and the United States will ...        
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To what extent does the European Union’s regulatory simplification policy improve the
efficiency of public action at the expense of its democratic legitimacy?

Georgia in the Thucydidean Trap - Neutrality, Power
Obsession, and the Slow Erosion of Choice

READ MORE
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Recently, returning to the works of the distinguished
British historian Paul Kennedy – which I would humbly
recommend that some of Georgia’s current politicians
read again, if only at random – I was reminded of one of
his enduring observations.
A great power, if it wishes to preserve its position over
time, must accomplish three difficult tasks – and must
do so simultaneo READ MORE
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 Kennedy’s Dilemma - and Ours: Georgia’s Search for
Strategic Balance, Legitimacy, and Resilience?
 

The EU Awareness Centre is pleased to announce the launch of a new analytical
section — "Speeches That Shape Europe" — dedicated to the ideas that define

Europe's present and future.

Historian and author Anne Applebaum explored whether
now is truly “the European Moment” — and whether
Europeans themselves even recognise it. Applebaum is one
of the foremost chroniclers of totalitarianism and
democratic backsliding. Her books — among them Gulag,
Iron Curtain, Twilight of Democracy, and Autocracy, Inc. —
have mapped the mechanisms by which free societies
collapse from within. She did not .... 
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The European Moment - A Speech to Europe 2026 by
Anne Applebaum, 13 May 2026 in Vienna

READ MORE
"Crisis into Union" - Mario Draghi at the Charlemagne

Prize Ceremony in Aachen 14 May 2026
Mario Draghi is one of the most consequential European
figures of the past three decades. As President of the
European Central Bank from 2011 to 2019, he stabilised the
eurozone at its most vulnerable moment. As Prime Minister
of Italy from 2021 to 2022, he brought intellectual rigour and
institutional authority to one of Europe’s most difficult
governments. In 2024, he published a landmark report on
European competitiveness ... READ MORE
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